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WHAT IS ELSG AND
ITALY READS?
by Giada Bardi

We of ELSG (“Experience Learning
Students Group”) are a group of five
classmates from Liceo Blaise Pascal, in
Pomezia. We have partecipated in this
project because we share the love for the
English language and we are very
interested in it. Thanks to John Cabot
University’s volunteer and Gina Marie
Spinelli, coordinator of Italy Reads, we
have had the amazing opportunity to

interview Mark Bosco after reading
Flannery O’Connor’s short stories.
We also have organized a wonderful
event: the Keynote Address on
documentary “Flannery”. These
people helped us in this project for
the “Alternanza Scuola-Lavoro”.
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An Interview with dr. Mark bosco
by Alessandro Imperatori

English:
How did you come across to Flannery O’Connor’s work?
When I was attending high school, I was fascinated by the violence in her short stories, in particular
A Good Man Is Hard To Find. I also read some letters from Flannery to one of her friends and they
were very interesting. So I began researching about her and spending time to know more and more
about her.
Why did you produce and direct the documentary film “Flannery”?
The first reason is that no one has done it before; I wanted to tell the world her complete life story,
one of the most afflicted that I have ever known. I’ve always thought she was the best short story
writer. Her tales show us how her life was and how it was strictly connected to her religious faith.
What’s the moral of this film, if there’s one?
I don’t know if there is one specific moral but, I hope people can enjoy the movie and her bravery of
writing in a world of male writers.
What’s your favorite short story? And why?
I really love these three stories:
- A good man is hard to find;
- Everything that rises must converge;
- Revelation.
I think they are the most particular and interesting of all.
Italian:
Come sei venuto a conoscenza del lavoro di Flannery O’Connor?
Quando frequentavo le scuole superiori, rimasi affascinato dalla violenza presente nelle sue short
stories, in particolare ne “a good man is hard to find”. Io ho anche letto alcune lettere di flannery
rivolte a un suo amico ed erano molto interessanti.
Perchè hai prodotto e diretto il film documentario “ Flannery”?
Il primo motivo è che nessuno lo ha fatto prima; io ho voluto raccontare al mondo la sua storia di
vita, una delle più tormentate che io conosca. Io ho sempre pensato che lei fosse la migliore scrittrice
di storie brevi, i suoi racconti ci mostrano come era la sua vita e come era strettamente connessa alla
fede religiosa.
Qual è la morale di questo film, se c’è?
Non so se ce n’è una ma, io spero che alle persone possa piacere il film e il suo coraggio di scrivere in
un mondo di scrittori.
Qual è la tua storia breve preferita? E perché?
Io adoro queste tre storie:
- A good man is hard to find;
- Everything that rises must converge;
- Revelation.
Io penso che sono i più particolari tra tutti.

The Keynote Address:
a summation
by Alessandro Ramella

During the keynote event with Mark Bosco I found it
extremely interesting how he explained his passion about
Flannery O’ Connor. My favorite part was when he was
explaining his enthusiasm to answer questions, I think it is a
nice way to talk with people. I thoroughly enjoyed when he
spoke about the relationship between Flannery’s stories and
religion. Overall it was an amazing way to learn about the
history of Flannery O'Connor and to improve our english.

What do you do in Italy reads?
Activities
15%

Interviews
20%

Communication
20%
EN Skills
45%

High School Student Interviews
by Miriam Albertini

Q: What do you think about Italy Reads?
A: For me, ELSG was a good experience,
because it allows you to have growth both
linguistically and socially. It also teaches
you to over come difficulties.
Q: Why did you decide to take part in Italy
Reads?
A: I have decided to partecipate in this
project, because I have read Flannery
O’Connor’s stories and I am very interested
to learn more about her, and her life.
Q: What do you think about Flannery
after you have seen the film?
A: Thanks to the film I understood more
about Flannery’s life and her way of
writing. She had a very difficult life and this
is recognized in her short stories. For me
these stories have many teachings that
are relevant in our time too.
Q: What is your favorite story of Flannery’s
book?
A: My favorite short story is “Everything
That Rises Must Converge”, because this
chapter taught me that we must not
have prejudices in our society, because they
do not allow us to respect the "different" or
unknown.

Quote of the Day:

"Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers. It may
not be difficult to store up in the mind a vast
quantity of facts within a comparatively short
time, but the ability to form judgments requires
the severe discipline of hard work and the
tempering heat of experience and maturity."
Calvin Coolidge

Why did you choose to participate in Italy reads?
by Alessandro Fagioli

1)Do you think “Italy Reads” can help you in any future job?
ALESSANDRO RAMELLA: Yes, because English is the most important language for every
type of job. It is also a good experience to learn how to cooperate and work with other
students.
2)What is your opinion about Mark Bosco and his documentary?
MIRIAM ALBERTINI: I think that Dr. Mark Bosco is a nice person and a great film maker. The
documentary was very interesting because it talks about Flannery O’Connor and her very
afflicted life.
3)Did you already know Flannery O’Connor before this experience?
ALESSANDRO IMPERATORI: No, I did not because she is not very famous in Italy, but I’m
very happy that my teacher gave me this opportunity because it’s very useful, for me, to learn
English and the literature surrounding it.

Italy reads would like to thank:
The School and The Professor:
Liceo B. Pascal, Pomezia
Professor Andolfi

The Students:
Giada Bardi
Miriam Albertini
Alessandro Ramella
Alessandro Imperatori
Alessandro Fagioli

And Of course, Mrs. Gina Spinelli and chief volunteer Jade
burr For organizing this years incredible ELSG group!
“Where you come from is gone, where you thought you were
going to was never there, and where you are is no good unless
you can get away from it. Where is there a place for you to
be? No place... Nothing outside you can give you any place...

”

In yourself right now is all the place you've got.

Flannery O'Connor

